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The  dances  published  by  The  Royal  Scottish  Country  Dance  Society  are  traditional  both  in 
steps  and  formations.  Their  present  form  has  been  arrived  at  from  available  manuscripts,  old 
books,  and  from  the  experience  of  dancers  during  the  last  150  years.  The  reference  given  at  the 
bottom  of  each  dance  is  the  oldest  known  form. 


No.  1  -  PETRONELLA. 


Reel. 
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Music.  Description. 
Bars. 

12  First  woman  moves  from  A  to  B  in  two  "  Pas  de  Basque  " 

steps,  leading  off  with  right  foot  and  making  a  complete 
turn,  in  the  middle  of  which  she  has  her  back  to  her  partner. 
First  man  moves  similarly  from  C  to  D. 

3-4  They  face  one  another  and  set. 

5-6  Woman  moves  from  B  to  C  and  man  from  D  to  A,  in  the  same 

way  as  at  bars  1-2. 

7-8  They  face  one  another  and  set. 

9- 10        The  same  again,  woman  moving  from  C  to  D,  and  man  from 
A  to  B, 

11-12        and  set. 

[3-14        The  same  again,  woman  moving  from  D  to  A,  and  man  from 

B  to  C, 

5  16        and  set.    They  have  now  regained  their  original  places. 

7  -20        First  couple  lead  down  the  middle, 
21-24        and  up  again. 
25-32         First  and  second  couple  poussette. 

Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 

introduced  by  Nathaniel  Gow  at  his  Annua;  wall,  in  Edinburgh,  1820. 
Described  in      The  Ballroom,  1827." 
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Petronella. 


Air  from  Nath.Gow's  Repository  1820. 
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The  Persian  Dance. 

Air  from  Nath.Gow's  dances  1812. 
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Suitable  Pipe  Tunes.  "The  Persian  Dance"  (Glen)  "White 
Copyright  in  C.  S.  A.  1934  by  Paterson's  Publications  Ltd. 


No.  2.  -  THE  TRIUMPH. 
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Description. 

The  first  man  leads  the  first  woman  down  the  middle, 

and  up  again,  presents  her  to  the  second  man. 

The  second  man  leads  first  woman  down  the  middle,  joining 
nearest  hands,  first  man  following  (Fig.  A). 

The  woman  now  turns  round  by  the  right,  retaining  the  second 
man's  left  hand  in  her  right  hand.  She  crosses  her  arms, 
giving  her  left  hand  to  her  partner.  The  first  man  with  his 
left  hand  takes  the  second  man's  right  hand,  and,  raising 

them  as  high  as  possible  behind  the  woman's  head  

(Fig.  B). 

All  three  lead  up  the  middle  in  triumph. 

Second  man  breaks  off  and  returns  to  his  own  place. 

First  couple  poussette  to  the  bottom  of  the  dance,  where  they 
stand.  All  other  couples  move  up.  Second  couple 
now  repeat  the  dance. 


Note — This  poussette  is  done  as  follows  : — First  man  is  still  on  wrong  side  of  dance 
(1)  $  turn  (man  pulls  all  the  time  with  right  hand)  ;  (2)  progress  down  dance 
(3)  }  turn  ;  (4)  \  turn  ;  (5)  progress  ;  (6)  {  turn  ;  (7)  i  turn  to  own  side  ot 
dance  ;  (8)  fall  back. 


Collected  locally,  also  described  in  "  The  Ballroom,  1827. 
Introduced  by  Nathaniel  Gow,  1808. 


N?2. 


Triumph. 
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Published  by  Aird,  1797. 
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Suitable  Pipe  Tune.    "East  Neuk  of  Fife." 


No.  3.  -  CIRCASSIAN  CIRCLE. 


Reel. 


A 


B 


Music. 


Bars. 
1-2 

3-4 
5-8 

9~I2 
I3-l6 
17-20 

21-24 
25-32 


The  dancers  stand  in  fours,  all  round  the  room,  each  man 
having  his  partner  on  his  right  side,  and  another  couple 
opposite,  everyone  dancing  at  the  same  time. 

Right  and  left.  That  is,  the  men  give  their  right  hands  to  the 
opposite  women  and  cross  over,  changing  places  with 
them  (Fig.  A). 

The  men  give  left  hands  to  their  partners,  and  change  places 
with  them  (Fig.  B). 

The  couples  have  now  changed  places. 

Right  and  left  again.  The  couples  regaining  their  original 
places. 

Set  to  partners,  twice. 

Turn  partners  with  both  hands. 

Ladies'  chain.  That  is,  women  give  right  hands  to  one  another, 
cross  over  and  turn  the  opposite  man  round  by  the  left 
hand.  Men  dance  into  partner's  place  to  receive  and  turn 
opposite  woman. 

The  same  again.    This  time  the  women  turn  their  own  partners. 

Poussette  to  change  places  with  opposite  couples,  thus  pro- 
gressing one  place  clockwise  or  counter-clockwise. 

Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 

Note.—  This  dance  is  the  same  as  the  first  figure  of  Quadrille. 

Collected  loyally. 

Published  in  "  The  Ballroom,  1827,"  with  a  difference. 
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Circassian  Circle. 
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Suitable  Pipe  Tune    "Kate  DalrympleV 


Bars. 

1-4          First  man  turns  second  woman  with  right  hand  ,  which  he 
retains,  and  gives  his  left  hand  to  second  man. 

5-8         All  three  balance  in  line,  while  the  first  woman  dances  under 
their  arms,  performing  a  circle  round  the  first  man. 

See  diagram. 

9-12        First  couple  lead  down  the  middle, 
13-16        and  up  again. 
17-24        First  and  second  couples  poussette. 
Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


From  "  The  Ballroom,  1827. 
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The  Nut. 
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Tarry  Awhile. 
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From  Pringles  Collection  1802. 
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No.  5.  —  MEG  NERRILEES.  Reel. 
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Music.  Description. 

Bars. 

1-4  First  man  turns  second  woman  with  right  hand 

5-8  Second  man  turns  first  woman  with  right  hand    one  and  a 

half  times,  to  finish  as  in  Figure.  First  man  may  give 
partner  both  hands  on  bars  7  —  8  to  make  turning  easier. 

9-12        All  four  lead  down  the  middle,  hand  in  hand  ;  all  let  go  hands, 
turn  right  about  and  join  hands. 

13-16        All  lead  up  again. 

17-24        First  and  second  couples  poussette. 

Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


Collected  locally. 

Published  in  "  The  Ballroom.  1827,"  with  a  difference. 


No  5. 


Meg  Merrilees. 
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Suitable  Pipe  Tune.  "Soldier's  Joy." 


No.  6.     FLOWERS  OF  EDINBURGH. 
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Description. 


Bars. 

1-6 


7-8 
9-14 


15- 16 
17-20 
21-24 

*5  32 


First  woman  turns  round  by  the  right,  and  casts  off  two  places, 
i.e.y  passes  down  behind  the  second  and  third  women  ; 
crosses  over,  casts  up  two  places,  passing  up  behind  the 
second  and  third  men,  ending  in  her  partner's  place  (Fig.  A). 
At  the  same  time  the  first  man  follows  his  partner,  crossing 
over  and  passing  behind  the  second  and  third  women,  then 
up  the  middle,  ending  in  his  partner's  place  (Fig.  B). 

They  set  to  one  another. 

The  same  again,  but  this  time  the  man  leads,  as  in  Fig.  A, 
and  the  woman  follows,  as  in  Fig.  B.  They  end  in  their 
original  places. 

Set  to  one  another. 

First  couple  lead  down  the  middle, 

and  up  again. 

First  and  second  couples  poussette. 
Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


Collected  locally. 

Published  in  "  The  Ballroom,  1817.' 


N9  6.        The  Flowers  of  Edinburgh. 
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An  old  Scots  Measure  published  in  England  about  17*0  to  words  "My  love  was  once  a  bonny  Lad,  he 
was  the  Flower  of  all  his  Kin?  Republished  by  Oswald  inI75I  as  "The  Flower  of  Edinburgh?  "Flowers'* 
is  a  later  interpolation. 
Suitable  Pipe  Tune.   "East  Neuk  of  Fife!' 


No.  7.     STRIP  THE  WILLOW  or  DROPS  OF  BRANDY.  Jig. 


Music.  Description. 


Bars. 

1-4  First  couple  turn  each  other  two  and  a  half  times,  12  running 

steps,  with  the  right  hands  to  face  second  couple  (see  Fig.). 

5-6  First  woman  turns  second  man  with  left  hand  (6  steps). 

7-8  First  woman  turns  her  partner  with  right  hand  (6  steps). 

9-10        First  woman  turns  third  man  with  left  hand. 

1 1 -1 2        First  woman  turns  her  partner  with  right  hand  . 

And  so  on  till  she  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  dance,  where  she 
turns  her  partner  with  right  hand.  The  first  man  now 
goes  up  the  woman's  side,  turning  the  bottom  woman 
with  left  hand  ,  his  partner  with  the  right,  the  woman 
next  to  the  bottom  with  left,  his  partner  with  right,  and 
so  on  till  he  reaches  the  top  of  the  dance. 

The  first  couple  now  turn  each  other  with  right  hands. 

First  woman  turns  second  man  with  left  hand,  while 

First  man  turns  second  woman  with  left  hand. 

First  couple  turn  each  other  with  right  hand. 

First  woman  turns  third  man  with  left  hand,  while 

First  man  turns  third  woman  with  left  hand. 

And  so  on  till  they  reach  the  bottom,  where  they  turn  with 
twelve  steps  one  and  a  half  times. 

The  figure  is  now  repeated  by  the  second  couple. 

Note. — Running  step  is  used  all  through  this  dance  when  the 
music  is  in  9/8  time,  three  steps  to  each  bar. 

The  set  remains  in  the  same  place  by  the  moving  up  of  each 
couple  as  they  are  turned  by  *he  first  couple  during  the 
last  part  of  dance. 


Collected  locally. 


N?7. 


Strip  the  Willow. 


Drops  of  Brandy. 


Old  Scots  Jig  called  "Hey  my  Nannie' 
traeed  to  17th  Century. 
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Frolicksome  Paddy. 


Irish  Jig. 
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If  a  tune  in  §  time  is  preferred  "The  Irish  Washerwoman"  or  "Paddy  O 'Carrol"  are  recommended  as 
alternatives.  ,g, 

Suitable  Pipe  Tunes.  "Drops  of  Brandy"  W    "Kate  Dalrymple"  W 


No.  8.  -  DUKE  OF  PERTH  or  PEASE  STRAE  or 
BROUN'S  REEL. 


Reel. 


3 


©  © 


Description. 


First  couple  turn  with  right  hands. 

Cast  off  one,  /.<?.,  first  woman  passes  behind  second  woman,  while 
first  man  passes  behind  second  man.  Second  couple  move 


First  couple  turn  each  other  with  left  hands. 

First  couple  turn  corners  with  right  hands  (woman  turns  second 
man,  while  man  turns  third  woman). 

F'irst  couple  turn  each  other  with  left. 

First  couple  turn  opposite  corners  with  right  (woman  turns 
third  man  while  man  turns  second  woman). 

First  couple  turn  each  other  with  left. 

Set  to  and  turn  corners  (first  woman  sets  to  and  turns  second 
man.    First  man  sets  to  and  turns  third  woman).  (See  Fig.) 

Set  to  and  turn  opposite  corners  (first  woman  sets  to  and  turns 
third  man,  first  man  sets  to  and  turns  second  woman). 

Reels  of  three  at  the  sides.  (The  first  woman  with  the  second 
and  third  men,  while  the  first  man  reels  with  the  third  and 
second  women). 

Cross  over  to  own  side,  one  place  down. 

Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


up. 


From  "  The  Ballroom,  1827/ 


N?  8.  Duke  of  Perth. 

or  Pease  Strae  or  Broun's  Reel. 

Bremner  1757 

Duke  of  Perth's  Reel  Here  from       Gow>8  Repository. 
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Published  in  Walshes  Caledonian  Country  Dances  1745. 

Pease  Strae.  Here  ttom  N  Gow's  ■•p**** 


|M»r  trfrfr 


5 


I 


m 


in 


#  frrrftorr 


lis 


£5 


i 


13 


10 
14 


11 


12 


15 


16 


Suitable  Pipe  Tunes.  uDuke  of  Perth?  uPease  Strae?  "Braes  of  BaJquhidder! 
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Music. 


No.  9.  -  RORV  O'MORE. 
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Description. 


Jig 


Bars. 

1-4 

5-8 


9-12 
13-16 


17-20 
21-24 
25-32 


First  and  second  women  take  nearer  hands,  advance  and  retire. 
Same  time  first  and  second  men  do  the  same. 

First  and  second  women  still  holding  hands,  cross  to  men's 
side  under  the  arms  of  first  and  second  men,  who  cross 
to  women's  places.  Turn  (still  holding  hands)  the  leading 
man  and  woman  turning  under  the  hands  and  ending  in 
second  place.     (The  turn  can  be  omitted.) 

All  four  advance  and  retire  again. 

All  four  re-cross  to  own  places,  the  men  passing  under  the 
women's  arms.  Turn  (still  holding  hands)  leading  man 
and  woman  turning  under  the  hands  to  first  places.  (The 
turn  can  be  omitted.) 

First  couple  lead  down  the  middle, 

and  up  again. 

First  and  second  couples  poussette. 
Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


Collected  locally 


N?  9. 


Rory  O'  More. 


Irish  Origin 
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Garry  Owen. 


Irish  Origin. 

Also  under  name  of  "Bundle  and  Go"  in  Aird,  1782. 
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Suitable  Pipe  Tunes. "Hills  of  Glenorchy:'  "Battle  of  Harlaw." 
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Music. 


No.  10.     FIGHT  ABOUT  THE  FIRESIDE. 
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Description. 


Reel. 
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Bars. 

1-4 

5-8 
9-16 


17-20 


21-24 

25-28 
29-32 


First  couple  lead  down  the  middle,  (second  couple  move  up,) 
and  up  again  to  positions  as  in  Fig.  A. 

Reels  of  three  across  the  dance,  passing  right  shoulders,  to 
begin,  the  first  woman  dancing  with  the  second  couple  and 
the  first  man  dancing  with  the  third  couple,  and  finishing 
facing  corners  (Fig.  B). 

Set  to  and  turn  corners,  that  is 

First  woman  sets  to  and  turns  second  man,  while  first  man 
sets  to  and  turns  third  woman. 

Set  to  and  turn  second  corners,  that  is 

First  woman  sets  to  and  turns  third  man,  while 

First  man  sets  to  and  turns  second  woman. 

First  couple  set  to  each  other  twice  (across  the  dance), 

and  turn  to  own  side,  turning  either  \  or  ij  times  according 
to  taste. 


Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


Included  in  Gow's  "  Five   Favourite  Country  Dances,  1822. 


N9  io.        Fight  about  the  Fireside. 

Glenblirnie  Rant.  Air  from  Neil  Gow's  collectfon,  1809. 
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High  Road  to  Linton. 


Air  from  Nath.  Gow's  collection,  1792 
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Description. 


First  and  second  couples  give  right  hands  to  one  another  and 
dance  round.    4 '  Four  hands  across."    (Fig.  A.) 

Turn,  and  giving  left  hands,  dance  back  to  places. 

First  couple  lead  down  the  middle, 

and  up  again. 

First  woman  casts  off,  turning  to  the  right  behind  the  women, 
while  first  man  casts  off,  turning  to  the  left  behind  the 
men,  the  other  men  and  women  following  (Fig.  B)  for  six 
steps,  then  lead  up  the  middle  to  places  for  six  steps.  On 
sixth  step  first  couple  turn  to  face  down.  Ali  other  couples 
join  hands  with  partners  to  make  arch. 

29-32         First  couple  dance  down  the  middle  under  their  arms. 

On  last  bar  all  drop  hands  and  step  back.  The  first  couple 
remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  dance,  and  the  second  couple 
repeat  the  figure. 


Collected  locally. 

The  <  umberiann  "  is  mentioned  as  a  Country  Dance  early  in  the  19th  century. 
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Music.  Description. 
Bars. 

1-2  First  couple  turn  with  right  hands, 

3-4  and  cast  off  one  place,  i.e.,  first  woman  passes  behind  second 

woman,  the  first  man  passes  behind  second  man.  Second 
couple  move  up. 

5-6         First  couple  turn  with  left  hands. 

7-8  Cast  off  one  place  again  (first  woman  passes  behind  third  woman, 

and  first  man  behind  third  man).   Third  couple  move  up. 

9-12        First  couple  lead  down  the  middle,  third  couple  move  down. 

13-16        and  up  again,  to  finish  facing  corners. 

17-20        Set  to  and  turn  corners,  that  is 

First  woman  sets  to  and  turns  second  man,  while 
First  man  sets  to  and  turns  third  woman. 

21-24        Set  to  and  turn  second  corners. 

First  woman  sets  to  and  turns  third  man,  while 
First  man  sets  to  and  turns  second  woman. 

25-30  Reel  of  three  at  the  sides,  the  first  woman  dancing  with  the 
second  and  third  men,  while  the  first  man  dances  with 
the  third  and  second  women.    (See  Fig.) 

31-32        Gross  over  to  own  side,  one  place  down. 
Repeat,  having  passed  a  couple. 


From  "  The  Rail  room.  1827. 


N9  12.        The  Merry  Lads  of  Ayr 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  Air  from  Neii  Gows  collection  1792. 
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